SUmulaﬁng mteractxons with people and objects “grow” the nerve connections
~ between cells in a baby’s brain, helping that child reach his/her full potential.
‘Without those i interactions, nerve connections will not be made and cells eventually
die.

. Why are the programs we support important to reaching our / \
~ vision and mission? Strategic Plan Priorities:

B » A child’s first teacher is his/her parent(s). It is crucial for

5 brain development and lifelong success that children live in ‘& Quality of Child Care
positive, loving and stimulating home environments. Linking _ .
Families and Communities’ strives to educate parents on & Parent Education
what thfiy can do to ensure their child grows up ‘Happy and & Mental Health
Healthy’.

‘& Access to Resources
» Most children attend child care. Linking Families and

Communities is working to improve the quality of child care. G Transportation /
Research has proven that the quality of child care matters. :

Services Supported by Linking Families and Communities

Family Foundations Preschool Tuition Scholarships
Child Care Consultants Preschool Transportation

Child Care Nurse Consultant Preschool Dental Screening
Outreach & Marketing Professional Development/Training

Services Coordination




Linking Families and Communities’ Progress

Quality of Child Care

How are we doing? We are slowly seeing an increase in the number of child care providers participating
in the Quality Rating System (QRS). We have continued to support Child Care Nurse Consuitants
(CCNC) who promote and monitor the progress of child care providers. Our goal is to have 23% of our
registered child care providers participating in the QRS by 201 1.

Percent of Child Care Providers in the
i Quality Rating Syst
Are Kids Ready for School? uality Rating System

How are we doing? Linking Families and Communities

issues a survey to kindergarten teachers each year to
determine the percentage of children that attended preschool
prior to kindergarten as well as to determine if children were
ready for school. We continue to work on access to
preschool as well as professional development for teachers
and parents.

100

0% of Kindergarteners
Ready for School b . : ;

B% of Kindergartenwith| | 2 Take time for the children in your
Preschool Experience ! life (listen, read, talk, hug and

5 el - ! play).
FY10 FY0O9 FYO8 FY07 FY0S FYOS /

- 5 Volunteer or befriend a parent
/ : with young children.

Why is Early Childhood Important?

[t

Make young children a priority
and help others understand why it
should be everyone’s priority.

During the first five years, the brain is growing rapidly. It is
important that children be provided rich, positive stimulation in
order to foster the development of life-long skills.. All of which
begin to develop in the first five years.

W Advocate for children in your
church, school, town, state and 38
country J.:;

~
g Get Involved with Us!

For more information visit our website:

www.linking-families.com
or

Visit the State of Towa Website:
wWwWw.empowerment.state.ia.us

. Music Performiance I or
— ) — — |

Il U Contact Elizabeth Stanek
- at (515) 955-5437

or
estanek.linkingfamilies @frontiernet.net.
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